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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


and sturdy old campaigner on the ficlds of pro- 

to us, full of sympathy still with the resolute 

' nd sifting spirit of the age, but, at the end of 

ing and buoyant letter, he says, I draw the 

ois and mediums and all the disquieting ideas 

ih attempts to make certainties of things 
mus. 

h to embalm this amazing sentence as one of the 
ions of that mere obscurantism to which our 
This life, has been opposed. It is the obscurantist 
about ‘things hidden from us.“ It is the 
who rebukes those who want to turn the 
into ‘certainties.’ It is the obscurantist 
the line at ‘disquieting ideas.’ In any other 
hat of Spiritualism, the writer of this sentence 
the first to laugh at it, scorn it, jump on it. This 
ates the fact to which we have often drawn 
that history is only repeating itself in the case 
m; and that, in relation to it, the men of 
nd the rationalists are, as a rule, amusingly incon- 
‘strangely untrue to themselves. 


aoe 


things 


sic journal, in asking ‘Ts it right to speak only 
er ad?’ says :— 
juld we speak only good concerning the dead? One 
that a condemnation of the dead bears upon its 
b of injustice, of a lack of feeling. Just as it is 
d to speak ill of an absent person, or to attack 
en not present and in u condition to defend 
Tess is it to be considered the right thing for the 
gainst the dend. The Apostle gives deeper ex- 
feeling when he says that each one stands and 
Death draws a clearly defined line of separa- 
not be wantonly crossed. It constitutes a 
rrogance, which consists of equal parts of 
ofheart. Death isa tablet of warning, 
b farther!’ Let no man assume the pre- 
ume and hatred, if they indeed ever are 
ss beyond the grave. Just as true as it is 
Christian when he departs with words of 
enemy, thus, too, it is a part of Christian 
dand anger aside, We ourselves count 
d; this same thing is not to be denied the 
§ of condemnation are justified only on the 
tterment on the part of him thus condemned. 
this ceases with death, and the right of 
away. 
other considerations that would 
ch is only mildly indicated by 
ion: ‘Not to be denied in this 
f hypocrisy, but this does not 
buse of a good thing 
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of Yale University by two of its professors, The report 
says: ‘It is to be clearly understood that the persons 
experimented upon were perfectly sane and normal. They 
were friends or students, generally in total ignorance of the 
subject, who supposed themselves to be undergoing some 
tests for sensation, One case was found, however, of a 
suspicious observer who expected deception, and who 
declared that he had waited every time till he was sure of 
the sensations ; the results were just as hallucinatory as 
usual,’ 


The following summary of the experiments is taken 
from ‘ Science’ :— 

A typical case of the application of the method is found in 
measuring hallucinations of sounds. The person experimented 
upon was placed in n quiet room, and was told that when a 
telegraph-sounder clicked, a very faint tone would be turned on, 
and that this tone would be slowly increased in intensity. As 
soon as he heard it, he was to press a telegraph key. The 
experimenter in u distant room had u means of producing tone 
of any intensity in the quiet room. 

In the tirst few experiments a tone would be actually pro- 
duced every time the sounder clicked, but after that the tone 
was not necessary. It was sufficient to click the sounder in 
order to produce a pure hallucination. 

The persons experimented on did not know they were de- 
ceived, and said that all tones were of the same intensity, The 
real tone could be measured in its intensity, and since the 
hallucination was of the same intensity it was also indirectly 
measured, 

Similar experiments were made on other senses, For 
example, in regard to touch, a light pith-ball would be dropped 
regularly on the back of the hand to the sound of the metronome. 
After a few times it was not necessary to drop the ball. The 
person would feel the touch by pure hallucination. 

Similar experiments were made on taste. Of six bottles two 
contained pure water and the other four a series of solutions of 
pure sugar-cane—the first one-half per cent., the second ten per 
cent., the third two per cent., and the fourth four per cent. 
sugar, according to weight. A block was placed in front of 
them so that the observer could not see them, although he was 
aware that they stood near him, because he saw them when he 
received his instructions. It was required of him to tell how 
weak a solution of sugar he could possibly detect. 

The experimenter took a glass-dropper and deposited drops 
on his tongue, drawing first from the two water-bottles, and 
then from the sugar solutions, in order of increasing strength, 
The sugar in the solutions was detected in the first trial. Pro- 
posing to repeat the test, the experimenter proceeded as before, 
but drew from the first water-bottle every time. The result 
was that when the pure water had been tasted from two to ten 
times the observer almost without exception thought he detected 
sugar. 

A test on olfactory hallucinations was conducted similarly, 
with the result that about three-fourths of the persons experi- 
mented upon porceived the smell of oil of cloves from a pure 
water-bottlo, 

In another set of experiments the subject was told to walk 
slowly forward till he could detect a spot within a white ring. 
As soon as he did so, he read off the distance on a tape measure 
at his side. The spot was small blue bend. The experiment was 
repeated a number of times. Thereafter the bead was removed, 
but the suggestion of having previously traversed a certain 
distance was sutlicient to produce » hallucination of the bead. 
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We have received ‘Democratic Readings from the 
World’s Great Teachers,’ Compiled and edited by W. M. 
Thompson, I. C. C. (London: John Dicks) ; reprinted from 
Reynolds Newspaper.’ Mr. Thompson says, ‘this little 
volume claims to present a bird's-eye view of the intellec- 
tual and moral history of the world.“ It is far too large a 
claim, In its range it is extremely limited; and in its 
bias it has a manifest animus. One instance will illustrate 
both assertions. It is scarcely believable that under the 
highly important heading of The Hebrews’ all we have is 
less than a page of sayings from The Talmud, and a little 
more than a page, telling the story of a disgraceful act by 
David, and citing an unclean-looking extract from the 
Song of Solomon. 

As the book (in paper covers), covering over 230 pages, 
is only one shilling, it is well within the reach of nearly 
everyone. There is a good sprinkling of portraits of the 
notable men referred to and quoted from. It is only fair 
to Mr. Thompson to say that the ‘ Readings’ are not mere 
extracts, but are very largely original descriptions of the 
‘great teachers’ and their work and teachings. 


In ‘The Metaphysical Magazine’ for July, Mr. C. 
Staniland Wake asks renewed attention to an already 
nearly forgotten book, ‘The Unseen Universe,’ by Balfour 
Stewart and P. G Tait. In its day, that book wasa partial 
awakener of the apparently active but really sleeping man 
of Science ; but, 0 the awakening has come at a rather 
rapid pace, and ‘The Unseen Universe,’ though still 
singularly stimulating, is somewhat old-fashioned. Mr. 
Staniland Wake's summary does not cover much ground, 
but his concluding paragraphs are fall of light :— 

The human body carries in itself the memory of the universe 
objectively viewed ; the human soul contains the memory of 
Nature's life and intelligence, and the human spirit the memory 
of the Spirit of God. Man thus becomes the evidence of the 
- Sonkinwity of Nature. In the gradual evolution of his physical, 
~— paychical, and «piritaal factors, be reproduces the stages of the 
evolution which Nature has undergone, but in the inverse order, 

mounting the steps she has descended until he reaches 
‘the spiritua! Source of all Mage invisible contre of the 
i man himself, as the 


LIGHT. 


7 uly 4, by, 


THE ETERNAL LIFE. 

We regret to say that Mr. M. J. Savage, who is 1 
Boston for New York, is unable to come to J, Pre 1 
year, us he had hoped. We think our readers will | 
specially interested in the following summary of a dig * 
by him on our great subject :- 


In order that L may reach the point of view which I wis) , 
occupy, I must pass over with a very light touch three or f, 
exceedingly important matters. 
the truth of these points. I am not at all sure that all of yi 
will agree with me, or will regard them as neces 
even as probably true ; but L have no time to argue them ar; 
offer evidence in their behalf. 

In the first place, I shall assume the fact of continued g 
istence, I assume that we are immortal beings; or, if ny 
quite that, I shall assume that death is not the end of oy 
conscious existence. I believe, after the years of study which 
I have given to the subject, that death is only an incident jg 
our advancing career. 

In the next place I shall assume that death does not touch, 
does not change, our essential nature, character, personality, 


l shall assume for OUP purty 


arily trem 


Granting that we continue to exist, I do not seo anything ip | 


the nature of death that shall change us one particle. [dono 
see anything in the fact of death that need touch or change ow 
character or our personality one whit, any more than passing 
out of the year 1895 into the year 1896 should work u marke! 
and sudden change in character. I believe that five minute 
after the experience called death we are in all essentials what re 
were five minutes before ; that is, as to character, as to trend, 
as to tendencies, as to our loves, as to our hates, as to the 
degree of our development, the unfolding of our essential being. 
I wish to assume another thing; and that is, that after dewh 
we are folks and are somewhere, as much as we ure now, I find 
the most curious ideas afloat in regard to this matter. I do not 
know anything about what an unembodied thought may mean. 
I know nothing about what a disembodied spirit may mean. &. 
far as L can think, disembodied spirit is unreality to me. It is 
nothing 1 can picture: it is nothing concerning which 
I can form any intelligible conception. I believe, then— 
I am not going to try to prove it—that those who have 
passed through this experience called death have form as 
much as we have, and occupy space as really as we db, 
T believe, then, that those we call dead are living, ombodied, 
visible, tangible, to those endowed with senses capable of com 
ing into communication with that higher order of life. I wish 
to assume another thing; and that is that, though all I have 
said might be true, it also might be true that at Preset we 
should be able no more than certainty of the fact. In 
words, the challenge is constantly coming from people 
n nee deeply—the challenge that, if these things 
it to be able to know as to the facts, the conditions, 
the kind of life, which make up this higher range 
‘if you will stop to think a moment, you will re. 
iat all our present knowledge is limited, on- 
rience. It seems to me perfectly possible 
be true; and yet we may be obliged w 
life before we shall be able to com 
transcends our present experience. 
— me to make these tremendous 
regard to them that, whether 
nob unreasonable. I mean that 
— , known to the wisest man in 
yadict authoritatively any of thee 


point of the particular par 
c that we continue to lire, 
time the same kind of 


that we live a real life in 


| wa b to ask you to cat 
kind of life this must be, 


Joly 28, 1998.) 


beer there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.“ 1 

at, if Paul could be here, and should explain to 

we precisely what he meant, I should agree with him. 1 
suppose that he was roferring to that knowledge of our present 

)  qwvlition and surroundings which makes up what we ordinarily 
| = we use that word, But knowledge, the knowing 


a ire to know, activity in the pursuit of knowledge, 
iat is certainly so essential a part of the essential man that, if 
sy of us o'erleap the gulf of death, we can carry that with us, 
eee that ix the very essential condition of our consciousness. 
Wethink, we are self-conscious : therefore, we know that we 


‘shall assume, then, that all that is covered by the word 
ehen, or knowledge, is permanent. I believe that there 

he grander sciences, more magnificent schemes of philo- 
wphy, that there will be higher types of investigation than 
any we are familiar with here, because here we are only in the 
infant class, only in the primary school, only in one little 
of the universe. Someone asked ex-President Hill, 
r College, one of the most noted mathematicians 

what he expected to do in another life; and 
‘that there were mathematical problems enough con- 
the are of a circle to occupy him continuously 
„ thousand years. When we pass from mathe- 
id think of all the vast domains of possible knowledge 


open to us on every hand, what a field there may be 
ker, the scholar, the discoverer, the investigator, in 
rtment of the universe! 

next place, it seems to me that we may believe that 
etary taste and literary activity will not be laid down. 
he no themes there for Shakespeare, for Goethe, for 
filton, for all the great singers of the race, or for 
o have been dumb here, who have responded to the 
these great masters, but who have been tongue- 
of uttering that which they have thought and 
not these also blossom out into poets? What 
drama, what themes for lyric verse, what themes 
leur, may we not find in the wide ranges of the 
en we shall be brought, perhaps, in conscious rela- 
only with the people we have known here, but with all 
we ever lived on this planet and with the myriads on 
sof those who have been trained for their spiritual life 


2 


us to me that art will remain, Not that the 
may here abide; but the artistic taste, the 
us, the love of beauty—bewuty of form, beauty 
nd, sculpture, painting, music. I do not sve 
1 in believing that these may reach a develop- 
n power and depth such as the mightiest 
seamed of in their grandest hours. All the 
een revealed to us here may be only little 
ses of that which we shall behold when we 
the higher ranges of our nature and into 
ah ty. 
part of us that I believe will be permanent. 
of he joy of this life is in friendship and in love. 

May I not say almost all of it?) For I take it 
and motive power of nearly all the activities 
e found in friendship and in love. Ido not 
were only one man on this planet, he 
life in the pursuit of scientific truth. 
but he likes to see the recognition of 
ned eyes of another like himself. So 
songs, so the novelists have written 
cared for the thought, the feel- 
people. Is it not true that ‘itis 
world go round “ 

1, of every kind, organisations for 
5 societies, urtistie organisn- 
U stope for on this spiritual plane ; 


in 
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are unwise are going over, people who are culture and refined, 
and people who have had no opportunity for culture and 
development here, poople sweet and loving and true, people 
who have not outgrown the brute, the best, the animal; 
criminals, as well nx martyrs ; all classes, all grades; all kinds 
of men and women and children,—when you remember that, 
ean you not see that in that other life there will he field at ill for 
the sympathetic, the tender, the helpful influences of chene who 
have loved to help their fellow-beings here? So there may be 
nurseries ; there tay be educational institations ; there may he 
training schools of all kinds. There will be those who love to 
seck ont those who sit in darkness, and prove to them that, 
though they have not discovered it, light does exist; who will 
seek out those who have been imprisoned in hate, and prove to 
them that, although they have not discovered it, Jove exists. 
There may be an unlimited feld for all those tender,sympathutic, 
helpful activities which find such scope and room even here, for 
those who are enough like God to find pleasure in delivering 
their fellows from evil. 

All these, then, the intellectual, the artistic, the social, the 
love side of us, the affectional, all the sympathies, the tender, 
the helpful—all these qualities that we speak of when we say 
spiritual, these are the things that will abide. 

And now I want to appeal to you, on the basis of what I 
believe to be great central facts, us to the reasonable kind of life 
that we ought to live here. One thing all of us know, whether 
we know anything else or not. We know that there is a limit 
to this life which we are leading here to-day. We may be going 
to live forty years, we may be going to live ten years, we may 
be going to live forty days or forty hours: we do not know how 
long. But one thing we do know; and that is that we are to 
pass through the shadow into whatever there is beyond that 
waits for us. That is the one thing concerning which there 
is absolutely no question. The body, and the ordinary activi- 
ties which pertain to it, we leave behind. If we live at all 
beyond, it is not the natural, as Paul says, it is the spiritual 
part that will abide. Now, then, is it not better reason, the 
simplest dictate of common sense, the wisest thing that we can 
do while we live here, to develop, to cultivate chiefly the 
spiritual, to lay the emphasis of our thought and life upon that 
part of us which is to be permanent“ 

If you knew that some day you were going to be taken to 
France to live for the rest of your life, and you did not know 
whether you were going in ten years or in a week, but you knew 
that you must go, would not you think that one of the wisest 
things you could possibly do would be to learn to speak French, 
to learn something of tle kind of life the French people live, 
what their activities are, what their employments are, so that, 
when you went there, yon should not go entirely as a stranger, 
but that you should carry with you a sense of being a little at 
home? Would you not think that a reasonable, practical plan! 

Now, we must all some time go into the world of spirit, the 
only world where thought and love and helpfulness and tender- 
ness and sympathy, where the spiritual faculties and qualities 
of our natures will be the only ones that will he real to us. We 
know that we must die. Is it not wise, then, to devote a part 
of the time to cultivating and developing that side of our nature 
which is to keep on living when the other ceases to be | 

There is one more suggestion ; and it ought to come with a 
touch of humility to some, and a touch of courage and cheer to 
others. In that life where the spiritual is supreme the real 
aristocrat comes to the top. In this world our standards of 
distinction are of such a nature that they will have no place 
over there, When we have done with the accumulation of gold 
and silver, and bonds and bank-notes, and all paper securities, 
aman will not be ranked by the amount of what he possesses. 
No one will carry into that life the social rank which he may have 
gained here, There will be no distinction over there of king or 

subject, duke or peasant. Many a woman who has spent a large 
part of her life at the wash tub may oatrank those who have 
worn tho title of princess here; and many a man whose hands 
are hard with work at the carpenter's bench may outrank him 
who has shone in the literary world here, because it is the 


spiritual qualities that have been developed und cultivatod—the 


qualities of love, of unselfishness, which will be at the top. 


Bt 4. will determine the position we shall occupy over 


2 wil aristocracy of the soul will be at the top, and 
ond, e ede ero wore 
if we wished to be saved, we must come out from 
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the world, and he separate from it. In this new and esentially 
true theory—because it accurds with the eternal principles of 
the universe—there is no ant tagonisin between this earthly life 
and the preparation for the next. Do you not see that just 
those qualities which, brought into play, will be for truth and 
help, those things which make for the health and sanity and 
pesce of mankind, are the spiricual qualities? These are the 
ones the training of which by activity in relation to our fellow- 
men will help to fit us for the activities which wait us over 
yonder. The man who lives à spiritual life—that is, he who 
lives a life of truth, of honesty, of service, of purity, who does 
everything he can to help his fellows, and who does as little as 
he can to hurt them in any way, no matter in what sphere of 
life he may be—develops those human and divine qualities 
which are fitting him for the spiritual life over there, So that 
there is no contradiction, no antagonism, between the kind of 
life that gives salvation in this world and that which brings 
salvation in the next, Ifa manis what he ought to be in this 
world, he is ready for the finest relations that may await him 
when he passes out of it into that which at present is unsecn. 
In order to cultivate this spiritual side of you, you do not 
need to separate yourselves from your fellow-men or the activi- 
ties of the world. You need simply to carry into your business, 
into your relations with your fellows, and inte all your life 
activities, the spirit and temper of service, of helpfulness, of 
love. Live out your life on this spiritual level, and in that way 
you will be helping this world to outgrow its sorrows, its ills, in 
the most rapid way possible ; and, at the same time, when you 
drop this garment of clay, when the curtain is lifted, and you 
step out into that larger and higher sphere, you will be ready to 
feel at once at home, and enter into its activities and share its 


joys. 


AN INTERESTING PROPOSAL. 


From Mrs. Cora Linn Daniels, Franklin, Mass., U.S.A., 
we have received the following circular. 

It is with pleasure that we call your attention to a project 
which we believe will at once interest you, and in which we 
hope to find you as broad, able, and thorough as the now almost 
universal language which we are all proud to use-—the English 
language, which of itself is a brotherhood, drawing men and 
women from the remotest places of the earth into fraternal and 
We wish to preserve in this, our mural 


an 
En the very primeval, thenght of c-histor 


L I G H . July 25, lene | 


The household, from t! 


weird, 


Disease and sickness, 
the hearthstone. The 
„ fairies. Jewels, money 


including 
shadows, elves, gnome 
Cards, games and gamb 8 g. Occupations, and 
subjec ts, under all of w 


would at first presume, every imaginable thing. 


hie sh are sub-heads which inclu 
* 1 


But in the process of carefully editing the 
which has been submitted, it has become apparent | 
average of six gns and omens from any one cour try or a { 


locality is limited, and the small number obtained gives a 

promise of many more, which, together with local or perony 
or legendary omens and superstitions connected with fa 
buildings, ruins, castles, occ 
educated classes (who preserve traditions with si 


and other strange and stirring beliefs and fancies, often tu & 


upations of the peasantry or le 


We therefore request you to aid us in our work by kindly 
myth, omen, sign, or superstition 


found in the least expected places—gives us hope and « 

to pursue the work by relying upon the general courte, 
interest, and generosity of English- peaking people in foreign ; 
lands. | 


forwarding to us even one 
which you may have heard or learned among the people or in 
the locality where this finds you, and beg you tu realise o 
gratitude for as many more than one as yuu can possibly 
collect. : 

Aware that it is impossible to forward the postage to you, 
We regret our inability to save you even so sligh 
the outset, but we assure you that upon the reception of} 
communication your name and address will be carefully rechne, 
and when the completed volume issues from the press, a oy 
of the same will be forwarded to you free of charge, a fund ie J 
that purpose being already in bank. We would request you, w 
far as possible, to authenticate whatever signs or omens ya | 
may send us, by giving the locality in which it is current, th 
book in which it is recorded, the person of whom it is told, c 
some other authority of like value. The sign need not be of . 
this generation or believed in modern times. It may be a 
tradition lost in the night of age, a myth handed down frm 
father to son, or n thing repeated from mouth to mouth, likea 7 
tale or bit of folklore. Legends of mountains, rocks, riven, | 
and all natural objects are acces able, and those of saints, : 
martyr, or of religious relics. Ghosts aud the 1 in 
all its forma properly come under the general head 

We would add that there has been « prize offered of a very 
rich and appropriately designed gold medal for the greatest 
number of authenticated signs and omens from any one country, 
as, for instance, Russia, Portugal, or Denmark. In carrying 
out this design to give the world an encyclopesdia of its supersti- 
tions, which, condensed, easily consulted, properly arrangel, 
2 carefally sathenticated, will conserve in permanent form 


national and historical conceptions of life, 


the racial beliefs, 
with all ity attendant vicissitudes, w> feel that we shall make | 

uldlitie to the re of science which will be welcomed 
N of sociology, history, biology, philosophy, 
my, medicine, religion, and the whole 
existence from barbarism to the highest 
f you — choose to take part in this 
. » the honour. 


— be addressed to the acting 


tan expenses 


- Sap The choir of the Mary- 
nt evening on Saturday last at 
it Mr Everitt, Holder's Hill, 
Ain a wagonotte, provided 
ters of the socicty, East: 
ill, and on their arrival were 
ly. After partaking of tes, 
a tho back of the 
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TESTIMONIAL TO A PHYSICAL MEDIUM. 


— — 


‘At the quarterly meeting of the Spiritual Evidence 
Selen Birmingham, held at the Temperance Institute, the 
jullowing testimonial, handsomely illuminated and framed, 
yas presented to Mrs. Read, as representing a family ot 


ramarkable powers of physical mediumship :— 
3 8 Mrs. Read, and to the members of their family, 


to their daughter Edith, we, the undersigned, 
if, this 14th day of July, 1896. 
— record our appreciation of your successful effort 


hang the gates of knowledge to the higher spheres of 
life, and we trust that you will have courage and 
hold them open for the enlightenment of all who 
are capable of rising above the ignorance ‘and prejudices of the 


fave, each and all, been present on occasions when the 
5 * omena alleged to be due to the agency of 
I beings have been munifested, and, to the best of our 
it, believe that this allegation is borne out by the 
of such phenomena, 

ussurance of the demonstrations given at your circle has 
been gat and valuable nid to us in realising the fact of a life 
Hae ve, and we signify to you our deep gratitude for 
h which this realisation has given us in the hard 
rial existence. 

o and prejurlice rise up against you, to question 
nu — integrity in respect of these manifestations, 
i remind you that such has been the case with the 
‘of all great tracts of knowledge, and we would 
that at such times you may count upon our 
pathy and support, which, we trust, you will add 
y accorded to you by the higher intelligences who 
U n your mission. 

esentation was made part of the business of the 
od the Chairman, Mr. C. Burton, in requesting 
0 acceptance, remarked that the fact of his open 
nent of Spiritualism, after having lately 
position of President of the Birmingham 
National Secularist Society, was mainly due 
he had received at her circle. Mr. Brian 
sonded the request, and emphasised the in- 
many students of the subject whom he had 
ritualism through Mrs. Read’s kindness in 
to him for this purpose. Other members 
ed their concurrence, Among the sig- 
„W. C. Perrins, Mr H. Bond, Mr. and 
A. J. Smyth, President National Federa- 
ubbs, President Birmingham Spiritualist 
Galloway, Vice-President Birmingham 
Mrs. Harlow, Hon, Secretary of the 
itu: alist Society, and many other active 
Farther signatures were added at 


liumship is strong enough for striking 
t, in the presence of good sitters, 
g made by which a certain section 
ni ind to the séance Mrs. Read 
self under the ce of the 
idence Society for that purpose. 
Brian Hopasox, 
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MR. JOHN SLATER IN THE PROVINCES. 


Some of the very remarkable and convine’ng testa given on 
July Sth at the Daulby Hall, Liverpool, have already been 
reported. On the following evening another meeting was held 
in the same place under the management of Mr. H. Rumford, 
of London, who is accompanying Mr. John Slater on his various 
trips in this country. The spacious hall was again crowded, 
and Mr. Slater gave tests to betweon fifty and sixty different 
persons, all of which were remarkably direct and accurate. 
Mr. 8. S. Chiswell officiated as chairman. During the 
two succeeding days a large number of people applied for 
private sittings and as many as Mr. Rumford could possibly 
accommodate had interviews with the medium, and all expressed 
themselves more than satisfied’ with the results. Again on the 
evening of Wednesday, the Sth, Daulby Hall was well filled, des- 
pite the very wet weather, and n séance was given in aid of the 
funds of the Spiritualists’ National Federation. The meeting 
was attended with the usual wonderful success, u great number 
of convincing tests being given. Mr. S. S. Chiswell again 
occupied the chair and accorded Mr. John Slater a vote of thanks 
on behalf of the Spiritualists’ National Federation, the motion 
being seconded by Mr. W. E. Long (London). In the course of 

his reply Mr. Slater said he would return to England again next 
year and would certainly visit Liverpool. 

On Thursday, the 9th, a public séance was held in the Co- 
operative Hall, Downing-street, Ardwick, Manchester. The 
weather again was very unfavourable. Mr. George Hill presided. 
Mr. Slater had never been in the city before, and did not know 
a single individual in the audience, and indeed was only intro- 
duced to his chairman tive minutes before he stepped on to the 
platform ; yet more space than could be spared would be 
required to narrate the marvellous tests that were afforded. 
Leaving Manchester, Mr. Slater went back to Liverpool by the 
express wish of Mr. Rumford, who had arranged a semi-private 
séance forthe benefit of the different workers in the various 
societies in Liverpool and Bootle, and those who had assisted at 
the Conference. The séance was held at Mr. Chiswell’s house. 
At this meeting upwards of thirty different persons received 
tests. In one case a lady was told that she had a letter in her 
pocket from her husband, who was dead, and that it had been 
written seven weeks previous and sent from Siam. Mr. Slater 
gave her a message from her husband, mentioning his full name, 
and then proceeded to read the letter, which was still in her 
pocket ; but the lady stopped him, saying that all he had stated 
was quite correct. In une or two other casesduring the evening 
Mr. Slater read sealed letters. 

At the Banqueting Room, Masonic Hall, Birmingham, on 
Monday, July 13th, a public séance was held, at which Mr. 
Slater for nearly an hour and a-half poured forth a flood of com- 
munications aud tests. Some were positively startling in their 
vivid directness, us, for instance, when one gentleman had his 
two brothers described to him, stating where they were, giving 
their addresses, the date on which they left England, and their 
full names. A gentleman's brother was described, his name 
given, certain private affairs referred to, and, finally, his own 
name in full, and a verse of « song which his brother used to 
sing was sung by the medium. The various recipients declared 
on their honour that it was positively impossible for Mr. Slater 
to have known anything about the matters referred to by any 
ordinary means. Hundreds were unable to gain admittance to 
this meeting, the hall being filled to excess. 

Mr. Slater had decided to return to London on the following 
day, but so great was the demand for his servicos that Mr. 
Rumford persuaded him to delay his journey until Wednesday 
noon. On ‘Tuesday numerous applications were mage for private 

sittings, and as many saw Mr. Slater as could possibly be 
accommodated. In the evening of the sume day, Mr. Slater 
gave a séance at the rooms of tho Birmingham Spiritualists’ 
Union, and every person present, with the exception of two, 
received remarkable proofs of his power. 
Mr. Slater and Se tes to thank all friends for 


3 ( Mr, 
of Liverpool ; Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Walls, and 
Manchester ; and Messts. Tubbs, Smythe, 
hould be addressed to Mr. II. Kung. 
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TRANSCEN DENTALIST, MATERIALIST, 
CHRISTIAN, 


A clever but rather over subtile Essay, in ‘The Con- 
temporary Review,’ signed Emma Marie Caillard, attempts 
to provide a meeting-place for Transcendentalism and 

in ‘The Christian modus virendi. Alas! 
‘The Christian modus vivendi’ turns out to be the doctrine 
of ‘The Incarnation.’ The Transcendentalist is all for 
mind ; the Materialist is all for mattor; and the writer of 
this Essay thinks to reconcile them by saying that in ‘ The 
Incarnation,’ ‘God, who “is spirit,” revealed Himself not 
only through a human mind, but through a human budy: 
and that therefore both mind and bedy, both spirit and 
matter, enter into the exential nature of the universe. 
‘We do not see it. If The Incarnation meant the con- 
tinuous manifesting of God in the human race, of which 
‘The Incarnation of Ged in Christ was only an instance 
sa understand it - 2 


LONDON, . 0. 


July „ 


LIGHT. W 


It is true, then, as our Essayist aAYS, that ‘oy 
have too strong a hold upon us, our animal, 
: » * 
felt to be too intimately a part of our very wf ; 


theory of man or of the universe which tr 
animal organisms as superfluous, to be generally, 
vt of it, bate. 


There is a deep 


as either true or adequate.’ To say the k 
the expression of soul. And more. 
in which it is true that the body is the ‘ consecrated n 
of divine communication,’ not because once in the his, 
of the world God miraculously moulded a body whieh I. 
caused to appear amongst ordinary men, and through whe 


He spoke, but because, in the common body's 
the will of God 


laws, 1 
intimations, and solemn functions, 
relationship of God, the love of God, and the laws of Gay 
are being made known to us. 

What could have been done with regard to these try 
cendent matters without the aid of the bory, we know not 
we have had no experience as to that: we only know tly 
vital part the body has played in human development: an) 
thus far we see that it has been a divine instrument, 
suggesting u real ‘Incarnation’ of 
‘the central fact,’ not only ‘of the Christian revelation’ 
but of the universal Religion. 

With this explanation we are 
Essayist in her keen suggestions as to the persistence of the 
body beyond what we call death—its persistence, that isto 
say, in u sublimated way. But that is pure Spiritualism, 

rightly understood. ‘There is a natural body, and there is 

& Spiritual body,’ said Paul. That 

and our Essayist has more than a glimpse of it 

it, The life of spiritual beings, as exemplified to us in 
what is known of the Supreme Life itself, does not consist 
in movements of pure thought, but in an activity which needs 
and which finds expression,’ and that expression is the 
body of thought, or its ‘medium of communication.’ We 
want, therefore, not only the redemption of the spirit, but 
what Paul called ‘the redemption of the bx uly.’ The dark 
ages grossly thought to find this in a future resurrection of 
the dead body; but we have very largely got beyond that; 

and the world is nearly ready for the splendid thought that 
the resurrection of the body is one with the resurrection of 
the spirit ert takes with it into the spirit ge all that 


God in man: indeed 


prepared to follow the 


is our sheet-anchor: 
: she holds 


of our Lord was different from the el of 
mie! 0 was still a body. The body that shall 
purer, higher activity will respond to each 
„ higher spiritual life which has called them 
body in which we yroan, being burdened,’ 
mi, n body. Disembodied spirits are not 
tament. Angels, the spirits of just 
baled Himself after His ascension, 
wm language and human gesture, so 
an answer to the objection sometine 
the soul,’ than wo have no right to 
f *u series of mental phenomens’ 
tal phenowenn’ with which it was 
Neither the one nor the other 
hat we call death is proof only of 
“hy hich Christians aro led to 
wrtality of the soul, but the 
t and body alike. 
* tritle elementary ; aud 
5 0 a 1 advance 


3 


1 00. 
or wo find that, we are not disposed to seruti- 
war’ rox For our own part, we think that the 
verywhere only a manifestation of the invisible, 
ody is only a manifestation of spirit. At the 
undoubtedly true that we are only, or mainly, 
the invisible through the visible, and that 
far made us acquainted with soul. Our Essay- 
, has more than a glimpse of the deeper truth 
ing one, and one not allowed to really inter- 
argument ; but still very real, 


* 


She says :— 


advent of psychical phenomena, ‘the old order 
ling place to the new,’ or, rather, the new order 
hin the old, and so luminant does it become, so 
o these products of cerebral activity,’ that in their 
fifestation they pit themselves with very tolerable 
at the rest of the Cosmos, and subdue it to their 
‘The sum of phenomena, which we call an individual 
i ‘Tises, because it is associated with consciousness, 
to the whole vast sum of phenomena which make up 
universe. . . . Is there matter for surprise 
of phenomena,’ resulting in such activities as these, 
efuse to be classed under so inadequate a category, 
ort er to be more than phenomenal, and, instead 
content to figure as a function of physical processes, 
urn “the tables by regarding the very processes as 
of its own, the result of its own activity by which they 
r determined ? 


y prettily said, and we can only be delighted 
or roads so cleverly put by one who would prob- 
ily like to be reckoned one of our adherents. 


ANIMALS IN THE SPIRIT WORLD. 


; correspondent hopes that the question of a 
r animals may receive further consideration, 


with the greatest interest the allusions in your 
future of animals, and should welcome more 
inion on the subject. To me, the belief that 
nost loving friends who have worn different forms 
re still alive, is a necessity, and it seems to me 
nee for man to claim a monopoly of souls. 
to collect further evidence of the accredited 
after death. L. B. 


SERMON ON ‘THE LIFE BEYOND THE GRAVE.’ 


R. Haweis sends us the following letter 
ly after she had listened to his sermon 
ond the Grave Established,’ recently 


" — 
J 2 


this morning, and would like to tell 
mt eighteen months ago. It seemed to 
» time, for IT was quite well and very 
id was alive then, and L had not known 
s very ill, and the doctor said I must 
d told me. TI always feared a lingering 
us, ‘T hope it will come quickly.“ But 1 
and then suddenly I felt « rushing 
ckness before my eyes, and T started 
in the arms of someone, and we 
viling. I saw those who were with me 
ted, so loud that I wonder I did not 
vou.“ ‘The becher rost of the 

we reached another 


LIGHT. 


1 
1 me of 
Ne 
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SPIRIT TEACHINGS. 


By Auromatic Writttnc tHroven run Hasxp oF 


W. Strarsrox Moses. 
THIRD SERIES. 


[Mr. F. W. H. Myers having kindly sent me, by permission of 
the — —— of Mr. St ainton Moses, three volumes of 
automatic writing given through his urediumship, I wish to 
preface the third series of ‘Teachings’ by saying that as 
much of the matter which has now come into my posses: 
sion kas already appeared in ‘Spirit Teachings,’ * Spirit 
Identity, and in former numbers of Liesr," the messages 
Lam now deciphering will necessarily, in places, be dis- 
connected in order to avoid needless repetition. Farther- 
more, absolute continuity is impossible, as the messages are 
written in so small a hand that even with the aid of « 
magnifying glass I cannot decipher all the passages, and the 
peculiarity of some of the writing adds ti the difficulty. — 
M. Svuen.] 


No. XXVI. 
June IIrn, 1873. 
I wanted to ask you about the advisability of sitting ina 
cabinet} 

We do not press it. It might facilitate the production 
of the lights, but we scarcely know. Certainly it would not 
be well for you to attempt to sit so, save by direction. It 
would not be wise to interrupt the sittings in your usual 
room. Were such a rvom as you propose prepared we might 
be able to try it, and to tell you when we desired to sit in 
it. Mentor would be better able to give an opinion, but 
he is not here now. The Chief desires you to sit on Friday 
evening, and it might be well if you would invite your 
friend Percival and perhaps one other. The Chief speaks 
more readily in the presence of others than other spirits 
do; and it would also save the necessity of repeating what 
he wishes to say. Prepare carefully what you wish to ask, 
and be careful that conditions are as good as ye can make 
them. If Friday be a day unsuitable, then fix Monday or 
Thursday in the next week, and be prepared in body and 
mind, 

We were told that the light, in shape like 
not intended } 

No, the light was a cone-shaped light larger than those 
which we had previously been able to show. The lights 
are not usually the representation of the spirit forms. In 
some cases they may be, but only when the development 
has become much greater. The lights which Mentor shows 
are merely gleams, more or less distinet, which are made 
by the attendant spirits under his direction, and are in no 
way intended to represent any part of the spirit body. 

The light is of various degrees of intensity, and of 
different kinds, too, The light which you have seen «at 
times, which scintillates very brilliantly, is a pure spirit 
light, with no admixture of elements drawn from your 
body or from the circle. The others, of colder and paler 
hue, are formed of materials which we draw from you and 
from the circle, of a phosphorescent nature. This light is 
readily distinguishable from that of manufactured phos- 
phorus, though it has some similar characteristics in smell, 
and smoky appearance, when it is produced under unfavour- 
able conditions. It is with it as with all phenomena ; 
when the circle is harmonious and properly constituted, 
then our manifestations are ofen more refined character. 
The light then would be pale, clear, and smokeless. At 
other times it would be duller, more yellow, and smoky, 
with u faint smell such as accompanies phosphorus, 

i =~ not have been mistaken about the phosphorus 


a mitre, wus 


hat was a wicked attempt to deceive by 
a one of the sitters. None 


356 LIGHT. (July 23 25, len 
What you have told me is very interesting : but it mm whom your affinity is close, you would not liven 
almost impossible to provide suitable conditions. visible even though we had desired to make your d — 
Friend, it is Very nearly impossible, except under eir- palpable to the natural eye. Your addressing ayy, ae 
cumstances which are not practicable, It would necessi- ing information from others, as you imag gine, wean 
tate so many things which are not attainable that we really the clairvoyant power of thought-re: ding, whem 
despair of ever securing them, and are disposed to do our a spirit obtains information from other Spirits. y You l 
best with the opportunities at our disposal. But in very in your disembodied state the power which we exercise, ayy 
many things you might aid us hy establishing such condi- w hich in rare instances is exercised by clairvoyants in tip 
tions as are within your power, and by maintaining them, flesh. You did not really address anyone, but your reinem 
This you may do with ease and benefit to yourselves. brance of what you saw was in all cases correct, 
We will try most gladly. Suppose I were to arrange for What would have heen the result of any accident! fp 
a recekly meeting, and take special cure example, anyone coming into the room and awaking me} 
We canaot promise anything, because we do not know Or of any shock ? 
how far your conditions may be favourable. They are too All these conditions have to be very carefully guanlel 
delicate for us to enter into any arrangement of that kind. against; we try, so far as we can control es onditions, to 
We must each do his best. No definite plan enn be made, sceure our experiments from risks of interruption. The 
William G.'s sound has been very loud of late? result of what you suggest would have been a shock to yuu, 
Ves; he develops woll. It you were to sit in the upper which we should have been able to remove by degra, | 
room you would find him able to manifest as well, or better, but your recollection in that case would have been cloudy, J 
perhaps. and you would have a very confused idea as from a dan. 
We had an idea that the nearer we were lo the ground Anyone entering the room would only fancy that yur | 
the better ? were asleep. We should guard against anyone trying 
Oh, no; for rude physical manifestations it might, to wake you by impressing our desires very forcibly on 
perhaps, aid, but not even necessarily then For such them. We could so prevent any persons from entering the 
manifestations as ours, it is in no way an assistance, Cease; room, or even divert their attention, and lead them t 
, you have sat long enough.—D, some other place, or even cause something to call then 
4 [The messages given between June IIth and 2lst will Away. If however, accidentally, anyone should wake yuu, | 
' 


be found in Spirit Teachings.”] 


No. XXXVII. 
(Currrox Rob, June Alsr, 1873.) 


Yesterday I had a dream or vision. It wox about 
eleven a. ., and I was in my rooms here. I lost conscious- 
nas for an howr or d little more, n 
e prevent at the funeral off my friend T. A. 
‘The wena is vividly present, and I have cines had a letter 
werifying it. The followers, J. F. and J. My were un- 


your spirit would immediately return to the body as in the 
case of one waking from sleep. 

Can you then so forciblg impress anyone? 

Momentarily we can, by the forcible 
power, affect almost any except a very strong positive 
We can impress the thoughts for a time so that something 
else crosses the mind and diverts the intentions. This 
effort we might not be able to keep up, but on this occa 
sion there was a sufficient force of spirits to effect any 
such impression as we might desire. And Rector, whose 
power is very great, had charge of your spirit during the 
time when it was absent. 

Could I be taken where I was not attracted by my own 

Tt is doubtful whether the condition of passivity coull 
be sufficiently established at present to make it safe to try 


any such en „ It may be that some time, when the 
nee n Perkestiy established, the Chief may be sble 


Spirit, and its interest in what it sy, 
ought last evening to Dr. S. Do you know 
ght it for your friend to wear, in the 


the circle to be so furnished with 
— the crosses may be, to thow 
stion from adverse influence | 
our power about them, which | 
ga the adversaries uf | 
nea 


wry out such experiments ; but I cannot say. The | 


unless when they are 
ease we should 


exercise of our | 


oss was brought by your former 


ö 


The crosses should b 
o will from time to line 
as you were told, 
_ Te was given to soa 
i removel by 
of late, and the 
to your vite | 


| 


* 
and 


ll 


w 25. 1896.) 


power some time or other. But your guides thought it 
jetter to use ita being strongly influenced by spirit- 
a memorial and an amulet for your friend: 
that you would thereby be benefited as the circle 
oted and guarded. 
But what do you mean? 
urns? 

Friend, blind men laugh at much they cannot under- 
stand, Nevertheless, there is much that they will under- 
stand hereafter which now they sneer at. There is no virtue 
in the amulet‘apart from the symbolism which it typifies, 

ad the virtue which we impart to it. All our acts are 

mbolic : and this cross is a symbol of protection, and a 
sign to our friends. We can, when our power is good, 
remove things which we desire, and produce them again, 
They are not changed, nor have they ceased to exist in the 
form of solid matter. We have simply concealed them 
until we or those who act with us desire to use 
, o is no bar to our power of conveying such 
from place to place, when we have favourable con- 


| 


That there is any truth in 


* Vrom here. now, to Douglas House ? 

We have done so before, and will do so again. That is 
easy a. conveying articles from room to room. But we 
at done so because it is not necessary, and might be 
rable Cease now.— D. 


MR. SLATER. 


John Slater will hold a reception séance at 
10 brary, 26, Osnaburgh-street, Regent’s Park, 
VV. on Thursday evening next. For this it will be 
“Necessary in order to avoid disappointment, to secure 
in advance; and applicants must in every case 
amped envelope for reply. All communications 
ssed to Mr. H. Rumford, as above.—B. B. 
» receive tests through the mediumship of Mr. 
respectfully invited to forward brief statements 
rs to ‘Licur.’ Such statements must be accom- 
matter of course, by the names and addresses 
„ not necessarily for publication, but as an 
(ood faith. 


SPIRITUALISM IN SOUTH AFRICA. 
unes White, of Kimberley, kindly sends the 
of news in regard to the progress of 

in the South African Diamond Fields :— 


in the Diamond Fields, South Africa, is pro- 
‘the uphill work we have to contend with. 
ne advantages here as you have in the Old 
to fight against the strenuous opposition of 

. And we have not the advantage of 
vou have. Nevertheless, through the 
irituslist, we have a home of our own ; 
ent of the tenancy of a nice building, and 
vices of our indefatigable secretary, Mr. 
un attractive as possible. We intend 
1 veading-room, where any one may 
ualistic literature. If any of our 
fee! disposed to send us any spare 
jee on our reading-room tables. We 
ek in our rooms in connection with the 


~ 
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‘MENTAL TRANSFER.’ 


———_ 


Our present Paychical Researchers can hardly be too mach 
commended for their researches when these are really original; 
but a student of Meamerism often comes across passages in 
old authors which seem to show that the modern Paychical 
Researcher could spend some of his time profitably in searching 
into the records which his predecessors have left. For instance: 
How many members of the Society for Psychical Research could 
tell us who Dr, Collier was, and what he did? Yet Dr. Collier 
seems to have anticipated, if not exceeded, their latest experi- 
ments in some directions. Dr. Collier was an American lecturer 
and writer on Mesmerism, who flourished some fifty or sixty 
years ago. The following mention of him is taken from the 
* Zoist,’ of October, 1849, and it may be noticed that the date of 
the quoted letter from him is fifty-five years back. We do not 
know of any recent experiments that refer to the very curious 
‘law’ alluded to in Dr. Collier's communication to the Albany 
Argus: 

Dr. Collier (in his work on * Psychography ') then proceeda 
to sate that he has proved the possibility of mental trans- 
fer’ beyond the remotest chance of doubt. He relates several 
experiments in which the recipients exactly described what 
the spectators wished them to perceive, it being necessary 
that the latter should form clear and vivid images in their 
own minds of what was to be seen by the patients. One of 
these experiments is described aa follows :— 


New York, February, 1541. 

‘ Magnetised Miss ——: found her condition one of the 
most exalted, At the request of her father, who is one of 
the most eminent artists in the country, I brought before her 
spiritual vision the shade of Napoleon, whom she recognised 
at once, then Byron and Alexander the Great. The experi- 
ment was performed with much care, so that she could not 
have previously known our intention. I repeated the experi- 
ment on a series of persons with a like success. I was obe 
to embody the image of those personages in my own mind 
before they could be recognised by the recipients, whose brain 
during the congestive state was so sentient that the impres- 
sion was conveyed to the mind, similar to the photographic 
process of Daguerre.’ 

In the Albany Argus, Dr. Collier says :— 

I have always advocated the philosophy that the nervous 
fluid was governed by the same code of laws which governed 
heat, light, &c., as radiation and reflection actually made a 
lady perform the same class of phenomena which is the 
wonder of travellers in the East. She was desired to look 
into a cup of molasses (any other dark liquid will answer the 
same purpose), and when the angle of 8 from my brain 
wasoqual to the angle of reflection from her brain, she distinctly 
suw the image of my thoughts at the point of coincidence, and 
pore minute descriptions of many persons whom she could 
lave no idea of; she saw the persons and things in the fluid, 
only when the angles of thought converged. 


Dr. Collier's argument that mental transfer thas accounts 
for the phenomena of clairvoyance, is answered by Mr. Hockley, 
the writer of the article in the Zoist,’ by saying that if the 
clairvoyant merely echoed the thoughts of the person who con- 
sulted him, it is impossible to suppose that the latter would be 
so stupid as not himself to notice that fact at once, which is 
never the case. At present, however, with the theory of tho 
subconscious mind, the fact that a person is not aware that he 
is thinking about anything is held to be no proof that he is not 
actually doing so ! 

We wonder whether, half-a-century hence, another generation 
of Psychical Researchers will have just re-discovered thought- 
transference ! 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


* Borderland,’ for July. 125, Fleet-street, B.C. Price 2s. 6d. 
*Frivola.’ By Aveustus Jessorr, D. D. (London: T. Fisher 
Unwin, Paternoster-square.) 
* Who are these Spiritualists and What is Spirieualism 1’ A 
. Pamphlet. By J. NMI. Peesres, (San Diego, Col., 
1 8 8 1 Publishing Co. Price 15 cents.) 
© Review of Reviews,’ The Theosophie Isis, The Light 
of the East,’ The Prabuddha eee Awakened 
India, * The Theosophist,’ * Lucifer,’ &e. 
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AN INSTRUCTIVE STORY OF OBSESSION. 


(Continued from page S45.) 


When John says that Varia’s soul is commencing to expand, 
he probably means that she is trying to be useful; that is to 
say, she endeavours to smooth over any dilticultios amongst the 
servants, In the kitchen there is a constant war betwoen the 
irascible cook and Tatiana, the housemaid, who has a knack of 
annoying people. Varia pacifies them, 

* Every evening I see a band above me making the same 
passes you make. It moves round my face and seems to draw 
something from it, Then above my head acloud forms. 
sparks fy from it.’ Varia told me this, wishing to explain to 
me what she often saw, Very late one day I entored her room 
and was able to see palo sparks, which hovered about along tho 
wall and at the foot of the bed. She said that twice they took 
the form of a pillar, the height of a man. All this must be the 
beginning of materislisation, I tried to form séances, but 
could not succeed in doing 90. 

Just as we were going to return to the country I was obliged 
to delay our departure on secount of the disappearance of a 
handsome diamond ring of mine. The spirits who surrounded 
Varia said to her: The ring will be found; but act wisely. 
Pray for the person you suspect, only do not show her you are 
suspicious.’ 

In conformity with this advice we were careful not to show 
Tatiana that we thought she was the thief, though we watched 
her movements. 

Then a second theft wok place. Money disappeared from 
my nice pars. I pat the matter in the hands of the police, 
hut never expected te see my ring again. 

However, the spirits continued to tell Varia: ‘She will find 
it; only do not cease to pray and rely on the invisible powers. 
We will help you in this matter." Our astonishment was groat 
next day when the police informed us that the ring was found 

and that Tatiana had confessd the thefts. 

Varia fell again into trances, and the coarse voices said to 
her: Ah it was by your prayers you aueceeded. You helped 
to demolish our Tatiana, On this account we will give 
We will arge you to evil.’ These threats 


LIGHT. 


As they knew that the spirit which possessed ho, 
suffering spirit they endeavoured to encourage her hy * Why 
her there was nothing to foar, but that, on the ooutrap * 
ought to thank God for having chosen her to prove to 1 10 
there was a world beyond the grave. The face of the ne 
machine lighted up with an expression of ecst wy. Sho f. 55 
her knees, and John thanked the Almighty because he } * oy 
other people who admitted that he (John) was a J 2 
and then he continued to speak with volubility. In eloguen 
language he told them how, under an evil inspiration, h ha 
taken possession of Varia with tho intention of perverting he» 
and how, afterwards, he had been forced, by degrees, to subinjs 
to Varin, whe pe yaisted in doing right, 

As they wished Co hear from John a confirmation of Kanto 
teaching, these ladies asked him: ‘Ts it not true that, in only 
to obtain perfection, people must be re-incarnated sever sl tings 
either on this earth or else on other planets ?' 

But John calmly replied No; weare nol re-incarnate I, bur 
like myself within her, and the others round us, we live agu 
with you our earthly existence, going over all in our memory wed 
appreciating all, Thore are millions of spirits near and raum 
you! It is gradually, by seeing your actions, and hy list 
you, that we got taught and improve. As we develop and free 
ourselves from evil and the darkness of our thoughts, we mount 
u step—to use one of your expressions—and rise more and 
more above the earth. At first few spirits can leave it ; for we 
are always drawn towards it!“ 

Tt was midnight when my visitors left me, having promised 
John to pray for him. He replied to them: ‘Lam afraid of 
becoming vain! But I know you interest yourselves in me 
spiritually! Lam glad of it—and happy! May God render ty 
you what you have done for me!“ 

One day Varia informed me that the spirits told her t 
transmit to me the following explanation which they had given 
her: The reason we use pictorial images is to enable you to 
understand our position. Look at this. — And I saw Boussis- 
kef. Ile was dressed in rays and seemed so tired, 80 old — 
* Evil bores me! I want to leave it completely,” he said. And 
the dark influences began to groan and sigh because one of their 
strongest supporters wished to abandon them. They covered 
him with mud and blackened him so he could hardly get rid of 
it. At that moment the small clouds appeared, and they were 
transformed into large bright spheres, giving more and more 
light then gradually died away, and a new sphere appeared— 
and so on several times. The good ones exert themselves and 
act now with greater facility, so the voices told me.“ 

Another day Varia, ‘John,’ said to me: ‘Working in 
darkness, the inferior agents act like the roots in the earth that 


ning ty 


Ti 


do not know why they are pushing up to the surface, but not | 


withstanding continue their work, 
reef good. As one must dig foundations in the ground 
to construct a building, and as one must use worknen who are 
. 80 the inferior spirits, by their actions, 
evil instinets, and thus brush clear the road 
ey are allowed to reach you, to lift from 
arts the evil hidden therein, and make it 
then men can begin to act for themselves.’ 
friends asked to see Varia under John’s in. 
ould not speak to everyone, One day I asked 
| ne anything ton Mr. L. My in- 
pe,’ he replied, * so 1 was afraid of saying 
the family of K. I only repeated what my 
, it is too soon for L. to listen tu 
in his ideas, so it would be 
no Wish to be enlightened. 
ingly to those who are drawn 
these in a word, who 


went into the country, where | 
mible, and did not, therefore, 
One day Varin said to we: 


* summer, But they do 


They are the unconsciow | 


| ll 


july 2 1896.) 


During the summor Varia became forgetful to an extraordi- 
gary degree: T told her one day she should remember her 
duties hotter | . 

. yo me, she said ; ‘if you only know how difficult it 
jy to recollect things. I try to do my work, but my thoughts 
dy hr away. T live as in a dream. I seem always to be 


there, far away. ; 
ave to be more particular with you, then,“ I said, 


Her eyes opened in astonishinent. 

{hen I shall be completely lost,’ she cried. ‘Oh, no, do 

bot be severe | lam grateful for your indulgence. Thanks to 

Tecan still work. Others, how cold I have supported 

he burden of my taro works? You know what passes on within 

me every evening. Thanks to your kindness, I can do my daily 

work i feeling as if in a dream, I try my best. Were 

it others T should be discouraged. I understand all, and 

only pray to God to inspire you to have patience with me, Do 

| potact differently, Ihave many painful moments! T[ cannot 
oR 

was the first time Varia had spoken of her double life. 

to me how, when wider the influence of invisible 

could not turn her ideas to her every-day work, 

made her distraite, though she tried hard to do her duty, 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


4 not responsible for opinions expressed hy correspondents 
meme publishes what he does not agree with for the purpose of 
resenting views that may elicit discussion | 


, Unsatisfactory Automatic Writing. 


=I could not help being touched by the account given 
ler of two little girls, whose automatic writing pro- 
ittle that was satisfactory or reliable; and I could 
ipathise with the disappointment, in spite of the 
ree of your editorial comment. It is, I think, how- 
bt, a fact that we are often warned off one method 
in order that a higher one may develop. Some— 
nay not be for any kind of manifestation, but for 
it these avenues are closed. 
from my own experience, I would rather, even 
once in ten years, have the vivid, overwhelming 
„ Sympathy, and love of my unseen friends, 
ecipient of any manifestation of any kind what- 
one is but external, the other is like a realisation in 
ono being and to struggle on to live purely and 
the world is, I believe, the best way of prepara- 
this bliss.--H. A. B. 


The Rev. Charles Voysey. 
hardly believe you to be in earnest in asking me 
nenn by an invisible world of spirit or soul 
T presume that you and [ are both invisible to 
I have never even seen myself in a mirror, 
sible, without shape or size or any measurable 
presume that while you are reading this letter, 
„ Is your thought measurable by inches“ 
long (in feet or yards) is your wrath against 
what I read in ‘Liewr'? L believe in 
ls and thoughts and feelings, which can 
8 upon other souls by acting upon visible 


— 
* 


i the existence of a spiritual invisible God 
1 invisible self or soul. 

a Cuaries Vorser. 

ited Mr. Voysey to explain. We are 
hat the real Mr. Voysey is“ with- 

t we should like to know is—his 
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hanging on the door handle. Half an hour later I looked for 
the case inthe drawing-room but could not find it. L. helped 
me but nowhere could we see it. I went upstairs to my bed- 
room to hunt for it and at last discovered it in my travelling 
trunk. This trunk, an ordinary wicker basket covered with 
American cloth, was locked. 

When I called my friend’s attention to the matter we ex- 
amined both trunk and lock, and found them Hund. We also 
tried all her keys as well as the only one L. possessed ; one of 
my friend’s keys fitted my lock, so 1 placed it inside the trunk 
and locked it up again. 

In the afternoon, just before tea, L. came to her mistress 
and told her she could not find the cake anywhere, though she 
had been inte every room in the house except mine. I at once 
suggested that it might have been placed in my trunk as the 
spectacle case had been, so we proceeded upstairs. I opened 
my box, but no cake was to be seen in the tray ; then I lifted up 
the tray, and there were the cake and dish lying on the top of 
the things in the trunk. 

Can any of your readers explain this phenomenon ? 


L.M.P. 


How Premature Burial may be Prevented, 


Sin, — Tho subject of premature burial has been much talked 
of and written about of late, and while it does not appear to 
have interested the medical profession to any great extent, it 
must be confessed that there is a widespread and growing belief 
that the danger is a real one, and ought to be prevented. 
Various methods have been suggested, such as surgical opera- 
tions, poxt-mortems, embalming, and cremation, but that which 
seems to be most favoured is the erection of waiting mortuaries, 
where the dead, real or apparent, may repose until dissolution 
is clearly manifest. Your correspondent Mr. W. H. Young, 
describing in Liaur' his visit to a notable mortuary at Munich, 
gives his impression that in it ‘there never was a resuscitation.’ 
This is a mistake, as any of your readers may see by referring 
te a recent work entitled Les Chambres Mortuaires d' Attente,“ 
by B. Gaubert, Paris, 1895, pp. 164-186. The cases of revivals 
in mortuaries are too lengthy to report in your columns, but 
the testimony of Herr Ehrhart, the Mayor of Munich, in 
the Report of the Municipal Council of Paris (for 1880, No. 
174, p 84), is conclusive on the point. Herr Ehrhart tells us 
that the prejudice formerly entertained to the Leichenhauser, or 
chambers for the dead, has been removed, amongst other 
reasons, by ‘le retour & la vie de quelques personnes, que Von 
croyait mortes.’ Moreover, it is only a year ago since a child, 
discovered in Regent's Park, apparently dead, was taken to the 
Marylebone Mortuary, laid out on aslabas dead, and afterwards 
restored. It cannot be too strongly impressed upon thoughtful 
readers of Ligur’ that the lethargic condition often lasts for 
days, sometimes for a week, and occasionally for more than a 
month. The writer has seen a person, now alive and well, who 
was to all appearances dead for thirty-three days, of which full 
particulars will shortly be published. 

Those interested in the subject can obtain a booklet by 
sending a stamped envelope to T. R. W., 42, Stibbington-street, 
Euston-square, London, N. W. W. 


*A Spiritualist without the Spirits.“ 

Sir,—Sir Richard and Lady Burton were both, during their 
lives, generally esteemed, and both were persons of striking 
individuality ; and the records of Miss X., in Borderland ' of 
April last, of séances between Lady Burton and her husband's 
shade, shortly before her own decease, have kept them both 
before the public, at least that part of it interested in 
Spiritualism, in a way quiteunique. But Sir Richacd has been all 
along a man of such note that I need hardly apologise for send- 
ing you a letter I received from him so long ago as the year 
1880, in which he expresses his opinion concerning Spiritualism, 
Here is his letter: 

*‘SHernerp’s, Cairo, 
‘February Lith, 1880. 
* Dean Mu. Tomttnsox,—There was no reason for making 
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human in the eye and expression which contrasts sharply with 
the other forms, mortal. certainly not angelic. Again, tho 
action of the so-called spirits is so. irregular and inconsequont. 
Your brother's caso Is one in point 4 Tho voice hat a Wem 
Fe, but that of your brother. in- law could serve no oarthly 
purpeee, At present I must still hold to my belief in the 
phenomena without accepting the spirit explanation; in fact, 
as a Spiritualist without the spirits. Again thanking you for 
your kindness,—I am ever yours very truly, 
R. F. Berron.’ 

I had commented in the ‘Spiritualist,’ with full appreciation, 
on tho writings of both Captain and Mrs. Barton, which doubt- 
less partly accounted for his courtesy towards myself, as a 
stranger, in his reply. A chief object in my writing to him 
was to send him, as u long sojourner among the Mahommedans, 
a curious spirit photograph taken by Mr. Hudson in 1872, on 
which Captain Burton commented ; that photograph I called 
*Mahomet,’ and I had enlarged it, because the carte-de-visile 

size, in which it was taken, required à magnifying glass to 
properly distinguish the features of the form. And, as Captain 
Burton's remarks on the picture are also curious, I send you 
herewith u copy of the photograph, which I have had lately 
executed, with all the loss of clearness with which time has 
stamped it ; bat which picture, such as it is, I present to the 
office of Liunt 

Tt was — first photograph for which I sat to Mr. Hudson; 
and he and I were the only persons present in his studio, and 
We wore st that time perfect strangers to each other. I think 
the result of my sitting astonished Mr. Hudson as much as it 
did myself. 1 call the photograph ‘Mahomet,’ because it 
appears to me thet the form has two pigeons on his left 
shoulder, a dark one and a light one; as it was alleged that a 
Pigeon was in the habit of giving Mahomet messages from the 
other ede by whispering into his ear. And it further appears to 
toe that the dark pigeon, whase body seems to be close to the 
ear of the form, may be imparting intelligence of a sinister 
nature which may cause “the action of the form,’ as Ceptain 
Burton put it, to be irregular and imeonsequent.' That Mr. 
Hudson's artist on the other side was able to give his model for 
the photograph ‘sa something not human in the eye and expres- 
sion,’ as Captain Burton wrote, is decidedly in favour of the 
artist's power of delineation in his art. 

What I told in Burten about my brother was: That I 
believed his spirit or Sul bad not only come te me at 
and at a public séance, hat thst it had, for some time, 
the habit of waking me from my sleep by 
auliently, the only method by which such oral forces re 
He was « Lieutenant-Colonel of the 18th Royal Irish | 
who was killed in battle, and his effigy is on a handsome monu- 
tment in St. Patrick's Cathedral, Dublin, erected by that r 
ment to the officers and men killed in the regiment 


(Chinese War of 1542. — Berton shea 
p by a 2 
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Sorry, Sl, Forres» 
Mrs. Sorin 


Daws or Day Sprerrvat 
Krvrien Loy. N. W. on Sunday last 
successful clairvoyance, followed by Mr 


Waren. 

Hod rox 1 _Socrery, Breen Haw, Hy 

ANR. On Sunday last Mr. Walker's ¢ guide xa ve an add 
on * The Salvation P ninoiptaof Christ’s Blo: d.“ subject be 
chosen by the audience. Miss Gibbs then dina yave 
successful psychometry, Next Sunday, at 7 p.m., Mr. R 
Brailey,—A, W. 

Orrx-amn Mryriso. 
Fmms, Boddington, Adams and Whyte officiated. 
at 3 and 6.30 p. m., near the band stand. 
Victoria Park Messrs. Emms and Rogers will conduct 
E 

I. B., Hon. See. 

Oanpirr Psyenonocrean Society, Sr. Jony’s Hau.—0 
Sunday last Mr. A. Longvillo kin I conducted the servio 
giving a thoughtful address entided * Thong! 
the After- Life.’ The members’ quarterly 
afterwards, when satisf: actory progress was reporte d. Neu 
Sunday, morning and evening, Mr. G. II. Bibbings, of Ply- 
mouth.—E. A 

Senner Masonto Harr, Camperweirt New-roap, S. E. — 
had 4 very pleasant evening on Sunday last, our platform | 
oceupiel by members of the mission. Mr. Colman re ia An 
extract from one of Hudson Tuttle's valuab le works. Mis 
Mackay recited The Vision Beautiful,’ aud Messrs. Boddington 
ans sorted questions very efficiently. Our picnic gave every 
satisfaction, about sixty friends beine present. Next Sunday, 
Mr. and Mrs. Brenchley. Students’ Class every Thursday, « 
8.30 p.m.—A. E B. 

Norra Lonpow Srrarrvatists’ Socrery, Wentiseton Hau, 
Isurserox, N.—On Sunday last the open air meeting at Fine. 
bury Park was addressed by Messrs. Rodger, Brooks, and 
Jones. At all the meetings here many hundreds of copies af 
„ant,“ The Two Worlds,’ and other literature are freely 
distributed. 5 ay at II a. m., concluding at one och lock. 
At Wellington Hall, in the evening, Mr Rodger spoke on 
See tae ata yo teal and Imagination. Mr. Jones and Mr. 

and Mrs. Jones, under control. 
— Ex. . P. N. 

Irnaxrond Socrery or Srrarreacisrs, Wonkkuaxs Hau, 

vue Ham tare, E.— On Sunday last we had an ge 
several speakers gave their experience, that of 
Mr. . . Veitch ng interesting. Mrs. Basan occupied 
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meeting Was 


Veitch next Sunday, at 7 p.m. ; Mr. Ronald 
„at 8 p.m. Tickets for our excursion by 
st can be had of the hon. see., Mr. L. N. 
of the committee. Adults, 28. Gd. 
dodo tea. There will be dancing, 4 
society will accompany the excursion. 


. 51, Montiaren-streer, W.—On Sunday 

be the summer weather, there was a full 

lie gave clairvoyant delineations from 

und te » be able * that sixteen deseriptiun- 
“0 recognised almost as soon u. 


ee isin the highest degree satisfactory. When 
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pder notice cannot fail to 
rylobone Assuciation, n 
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Hermann Walter, g! 
also gave clairvoy: ant de scriptions of spirit friends.— Lees 


Last Sunday, at Battersea Park, Mesr 
Next Sunday, 
Helpers invited. At 


Donations to literature fund thankfully received, 


Mts uon Death and 


